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COURSE OUTLINE FORM


COURSE TITLE:                           Playwriting I

COURSE PREFIX AND NO. THEA 2030
  
LEC     4.5

  LAB       0
   CREDIT HOURS
     4.5

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

Introduction to the craft of the playwright. Students study the fundamentals of dialogue, character development, and scene structure through writing exercises and workshop / discussion.

COURSE PREREQUISITE (S):

(2) 1-ENGL 1010 and 2-ENGL 1310 or instructor approval; THEA 2010 co-requisite strongly recommended.   
RATIONALE:

Local interest in playwriting with no playwriting courses offered.   
REQUIRED TEXTBOOK (S) and/or MATERIALS:

Title: 
The Playwright's Workbook
Edition: 


Author: 
Jean-Claude van Itallie
Publisher: 
Prentice Hall

Materials: 


Attached course outline written by:      Susann Suprenant, Ph.D.

Date:    October 27, 2006

Reviewed/Revised by:    

Date:     


Effective quarter of course outline:                 06/WI

Date:
     


Academic Dean    Susann Suprenant, Ph.D.
  
Date:  October 27, 2006


Course Objectives, Topical Unit Outlines, and Unit Objectives must be attached to this form. 

TITLE:  
                 Playwriting I

PREFIX/NO: 
    THEA 2030


COURSE OBJECTIVES:

At the completion of this course, students will be able to:

1. Understand the importance of reading aloud and listening to others in the playwriting process.

2. Demonstrate awareness of natural rhythms and intonations of human speech.

3. Create characters with both unique and recognizable qualities.

4. Understand the nature of dramatic conflict within and between characters.

5. Integrate character, dialogue, setting, and conflict into plot and story development.

6. Explore a variety of approaches to playwriting by examining works and styles of major playwrights.

7. Demonstrate an awareness of the importance of positive, specific feedback in play reading responses.

TOPICAL UNIT OUTLINE/UNIT OBJECTIVES:

1.
Playwriting Process


A. Terms, Format, Techniques

B. Generating Ideas

C. Playwright as Collaborative Artist
2.
Dialogue and the Spoken Word


A. 

B.

C.
3.
Character and Setting


A. Actors, Acting, and Action

B. Character Types and Dramaturgical Function


C. Given Circumstances and World of the Play

D. Conflict: Raising the Stakes

4.
Plot and Story


A. Order of Events as experienced by audience (Plot)

B. Order of Events as they occurred chonologically (Story)


C. Non-linear plot & Collage construction
5.
Playwright Models


A. Script Analysis (review)

B. Plays in Performance

6. 
Creat, Draft, Revise, and Present a short play or scene as a Reading

COURSE REQUIREMENTS/EVALUATION:

	COURSE OBJECTIVES/ASSESSMENT MEASURES



	COURSE OBJECTIVES
	ASSESSMENT MEASURES

	1.
Understand the importance of reading aloud and listening to others in the playwriting process.

	1.
Evaluation


	2.
Demonstrate awareness of natural rhythms and               intonations of human speech.
	2.
Portfolio of exercises


	3.
Create characters with both unique and recognizable qualities.

	3.
Evaluation and Portfolio


	4.
Understand the nature of dramatic conflict within and between characters.

	4.
Evaluation and Portfolio


	5.
Integrate character, dialogue, setting, and conflict into plot and story development.


	5.
Evaluation and Portfolio


	6.    Explore a variety of approaches to playwriting by examining works and styles of major playwrights.

	6.    Reading Response and/or Objective Test.

	7.    Demonstrate an awareness of the importance of positive, specific feedback in play reading responses.
	7.    Evaluation
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