Dr. Susann Suprenant

sesuprenant@mccneb.edu

MHY 109 ∙ 402.738.4585

Office Hours by appointment

Contemporary Issues in Philosophy  ∙ PHIL 2600 7A 

Metropolitan Community College Class Syllabus  ∙ 09/SP  ∙ 4.5 Credit hours
MHY 112A  ∙ T/TH ∙ noon – 1:55pm ∙ 3/11 – 5/25

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

Current issues in feminist philosophies, social and political philosophies, multiculturalism, and post-modernism are discussed and examined in relation to their criticisms of traditional philosophy and in relation to how they envision the world.  

PREREQUISITES:

One course in philosophy or permission of the instructor. 
ENGL 1010 and ENGL 1020 are strongly recommended for all Philosophy courses.
REQUIRED TEXT:

Cahoone, Lawrence. From Modernism to Postmodernism: An Anthology.
COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

Upon completion of this course, the student will be able to:

· Articulate and assess movements in contemporary philosophy, such as feminism, postmodernism, relativism and multiculturalism.

· Analyze and discuss ways of assessing the fragmentation of philosophy in the late 20th century-early 21st century and how this fragmentation affects traditional concepts of truth, knowledge, science, politics, religion, and culture.

· Articulate and assess traditional, as well as recent, theories of narrative.

· Explore, articulate, and assess how recent narrative theories attempt to provide a new structure for establishing identity and community.

· Explore, examine, and assess their own way of making meaning philosophically in a rapidly changing world.

ASSIGNMENTS:


25%
Participation (discussion and in-class assignments) 


50%
Written Work (1-pg. response papers, 3-5pg. reflection paper)

25% 
Tests (take-home mid-term #1 & #2)
GRADING POLICY:


A: 100 – 91%; B: 90 – 81%; C: 80 – 71%; D: 70 – 61%; F: 60% (
ATTENDANCE/PARTICIPATION:

· After three (3) absences your grade may be dropped one letter grade. 

· Each additional absence may continue to lower your grade.

· Arriving late and/or leaving early may constitute an absence.

· Students who attend no class meetings up to and including the Section Census Date may be disenrolled from the class. There is no appeal for this disenrollment.

· A student who fails to meet class attendance expectations may receive a final grade mark of FX, indicating an absence-related failure.
· Be prepared to take an active, positive role in all class activities.
· Complete all reading by due dates and be able to discuss in class.

· Except for in-class writing, all assignments must be typed, double-spaced, and carefully proofread. 
· Written assignments are due at the beginning of the class. Late work received before the following class is accepted for half credit. No other late work will be accepted.

SCHEDULE OF ASSIGNMENTS:
The following is a rough guide to unit topics and assignments within a tentative timeline. This schedule may be modified while maintaining the intent and/or objectives of this course.
Course Introduction (weeks 1 & 2)

What you already know – 
Modernism (weeks 3 – 5)

Readings TBD, likely to include:


From Course in General Linguistics: Ferdinand de Saussure



From Civilization and its Discontents: Sigmund Freud


“The Mirror Stage…”: Jacques Lacan


---------

Response paper – Structuralism


Response paper – Theories of the Self

Mid-term #1
Postmodernism (weeks 6 – 10)

Readings TBD, likely to include:


“Difference”: Jacques Derrida


“Contingent Foundations: Feminism and [ …] Postmodernism’”: Judith Butler



From A Manifesto for Cyborgs: Donna Haraway


---------


Response paper – French Post-Structuralism

Response paper – Feminism

Response paper – The Other

Mid-term #2
Summary (week 11) 

Reflection paper

COMMUNICATION EXPECTATIONS:

When you communicate with others in this course, you must follow the Student Code of Conduct (http://www.mccneb.edu/catalog/studentinformation.asp), which calls for responsible and cooperative behavior. Please think critically, ask questions, and challenge ideas, but also show respect for the opinions of others, respond to them politely, and maintain the confidentiality of thoughts expressed in the class. 
ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING PROGRAM:

Metropolitan Community College is committed to continuous improvement of teaching and learning. You may be asked to help us to accomplish this objective. For example, you may be asked to respond to surveys or questionnaires. In other cases, tests or assignments you are required to do for this course may be shared with faculty and used for assessment purposes.
ACADEMIC HONESTY:

Students are reminded that materials they use as sources for classwork may be subject to copyright protection. Additional information about copyright is provided on the library website at http://www.mccneb.edu/library or by your instructor. In response to incidents of student dishonesty (cheating, plagiarism, etc.), the College imposes specific actions that may include receiving a failing grade on a test, failure in the course, suspension from the College, or dismissal from the College. Disciplinary procedures are available in the Advising/Counseling Centers or at http://www.mccneb.edu/procedures/V-4_Student_Conduct_and_Discipline.pdf.

STUDENT WITHDRAWAL:

If you cannot participate in and complete this course, you should officially withdraw by calling Central Registration at 402-457-5231 or 1-800-228-9553. Failure to officially withdraw will result in either an attendance-related failure (FX) or failing (F) grade. The last date to withdraw is noted in the CLASS IDENTIFICATION section of this syllabus.

LEARNING SUPPORT

MCC's Academic Resource Centers, Math Centers, and Writing Centers offer friendly, supportive learning environments that can help students achieve educational success. Staff members in these centers provide free drop-in assistance with basic computing, reading, math, and writing skills. Self-paced, computer-assisted instructional support in reading, vocabulary, typing, English as a Second Language, and online course orientation is also available. Detailed information about the Academic Resource, Math, and Writing Centers is in the Student Handbook, College Catalog, and online at http://www.mccneb.edu/arc/. 

ACCOMMODATIONS FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:

If you have a disability that may substantially limit your ability to participate in this class, please contact a Disability Support Services Counselor located in the Student Services Office on each campus. Metropolitan Community College will provide reasonable accommodations for persons with documented qualifying disabilities. However, it is the student’s responsibility to request accommodations. For further information, please visit http://www.mccneb.edu/dss/ and/or contact Student Services.

TECHNOLOGY SUPPORT

For assistance with student email, passwords, and most other MCC technology, contact the Help Desk at 457-2900 or mcchelpdesk@mccneb.edu. 

TECHNOLOGY RESOURCES:

By using the information technology systems at MCC (including the computer systems and phones), you acknowledge and consent to the conditions of use as set forth in the Metropolitan Community College Procedures Memorandum on Acceptable Use of Information Technology and Resources. It is your responsibility as a student to be familiar with these procedures. The full text of the Procedures Memorandum may be found at the following website: http://www.mccneb.edu/procedures/X-15_Technology_Resources_Use.pdf.
